CMS 4310

Film Analysis & Criticism/Bonner

Story and Plot in Citizen Kane
Narrative & Narration
Introduction to Film/Bonner

The Station Agent  (Thomas McCarthy, 2003; 88 min.)

Producers: Robert May, Kathryn Tucker, 

Mary Jane Skalski
Screenwriter: Thomas McCarthy
Editor: Tom McArdle
Cinematography: Oliver Bokelberg
Production Design: John Paino
Music: Stephen Trask
Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):
Finbar McBride is a reclusive train enthusiast who was born with dwarfism. When his only friend and co-worker dies, he inherits an abandoned train depot in rural New Jersey. Though he tries to maintain a life of solitude there, he soon becomes entangled with an artist who is struggling with personal tragedy and an overly friendly Cuban hot dog vendor.

Cast:

Finbar McBride (Peter Dinklage)
Joe Oramas (Bobby Cannavale)

Olivia Harris (Patricia Clarkson)

Emily (Michelle Williams)

Henry Styles (Paul Benjamin)

Store Customer (Jase Blankfort)

Cashier (Paula Garcés)

Carl (Josh Pais)

Louis Tiboni (Richard Kind)

Patty at the Good to Go (Lynn Cohen)

Cleo (Raven Goodwin)

Janice (Marla Sucharetza)

Chris (Jayce Bartok)

Danny (Joe Lo Truglio)

David (John Slattery)

Pappy's Waitress (Maile Flanagan)

Girl in Bar (Sarah E. Bolger) 

Mrs. Kahn (Ileen Getz)

Jacob (Jeremy Bergman)

'What about blimps' Girl (Annie Del Moro)

'Blimps are cool' Boy (Carlos Rosas)
Questions for discussion (for your optional journal assignment, see paragraph below):

This journal is optional, and it can replace your lowest journal grade. It serves as a kind of review and wrap-up for the course, so for this assignment, consider The Station Agent in context with the other films, readings, and discussions we’ve been studying all term. You should respond to all 3 of the questions below, but primarily to question #1 while supporting your answer with comparisons to this semester’s films (question #2) and readings/concepts (question #3). Be sure to use terms! Page max: 2-3 pages. 
1.  How does The Station Agent communicate its themes in a truly cinematic way? That is, analyze how its film-specific techniques (camerawork, mise-en-scène, editing, sound, etc.) successfully avoid a non-cinematic artistic style. For example, the Soviet theorists talked about how some films cleverly use voiceover as a new element of montage, and therefore in a truly cinematic way, but Chatman notes that so many films resort to lazy voiceovers that contribute nothing new, simply mimicking literary style instead of creating a vibrant cinematic style… How does The Station Agent use its filmic language adeptly? Be sure to use terms!
2.  How does this film compare with other films we’ve seen this semester? Cite examples from specific films to support your observations.

3.  Which of our readings, concepts, and theories does The Station Agent call to mind? Be sure to cite specific examples from the readings to support your points.
